
Valeria Graziano is a cultural theorist working across academic research and
independent cultural production. She is among the initiators of the Transversal
Institutional Analysis Network (https://institutionalanalysis.net/). Recent publications
include: Pirate Care: Acts Against the Criminalization of Solidarity (Pluto Press, 2025);
Figure It Out: The Art of Living Through System Failures (Drugo More, 2024); Cure
Ribelli. Tecnologie aperte per una cura come bene comune (WeMake, 2019).

Mara Ferreri is an urban geographer and senior researcher within the ERC Inhabiting
Radical Housing project, and member of the Core Team of the Beyond Inhabitation
Lab (https://beyondinhabitation.org/) at the Polytechnic of Turin.  She is among the
founders of the Radical Housing Journal. Her work investigates urban precarity,
housing commoning and platform urbanism. 

This seminar will explore practices and phenomena of communities and
populations that are failed by systems and institutions. Trapped within
constraining situations, these people often develop strategies of lying,
cheating and stealing to counter their limitations and powerlessness vis-à-
vis these systems. From the position of the dispossessed and excluded,
actions and practices that would be condemned in the mainstream assume
a different ethical and political connotation. These practices have expanded
into the digital sphere as well, where they are getting recombined in
interesting ways facing new kinds of algorithmic power structures. The
seminar will depart from a discussion of the project ‘Figure It Out. The Art of
Living Through System Failures’ to explore the dynamics of contemporary
popular illegalisms. It will share reflections on the ethics of refusal (cf.
Ortner, 1995; Simpson, 2007) that has guided the methodology, and on its
implications for a reflection on the contemporary political conjuncture.

'Figure It Out' was an international
cultural project (2023-2025) bringing
together fieldwork research and artistic
production. Coordinated by Drugo More
(Croatia) and supported under the
Creative Europe program, sub-program
Culture, of the European Education and
Culture Executive Agency. Co-funded by
the Ministry of Culture and Media of the
Republic of Croatia.

For more information:
https://pub.sandpoints.org/figureitoutc
omrade-
e60646ef/inquiry/snadisedruze/ 

https://drugo-more.hr/fio-zine/Figure-
it-Out.pdf

Valeria Graziano 
& Mara Ferreri
from the 
Figure It Out 
research collective

BE
YO

ND
 I

NH
AB

IT
AT

IO
N 

LA
B 

SE
MI

NA
R 

SE
RI

ES

For info about our other events:
www.beyondinhabitation.org

F I G U R E  I T  O U T :  T H E  A R T  O F  L I V I N G
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The seminar will be in person:
Aula Astengo, DIST Castello del
Valentino, Viale Mattioli 39,
Torino
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