
Between 2016 and 2019, thousands of migrant children
were detained at the Homestead Temporary Shelter, a
detention camp just south of Miami, Florida. Though
ostensibly a place of refuge for asylum-seeking children,
detained children were exposed to toxic and sonic hazards
from an adjacent military base, a crucial node in the
hemispheric circulation of weapons, soldiers, and
counterinsurgent expertise. Drawing on two years of
ethnographic fieldwork with Indigenous Maya migrants and
community organizers, soldiers and pro-military civilians, and
environmental and municipal planners, this talk asks how
the environmental surplus of war becomes a site of
ambivalent political mobilization. Ethnographic attention to
war’s remains illuminates the detention camp not as a
bounded space of exception but as permeable and
embedded in suburban landscape—and part of a broader
project of racialization in the Americas.
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For info about our other events:
www.beyondinhabitation.org

M A R T I A L  M A T T E R S :  R A C E ,  E N V I R O N M E N T ,
A N D  S U R P L U S  I N  T H E  S U B U R B
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The seminar will be online,
register at:
https://polito-
it.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAp
cuqtpzkuE9FebU-
97xI6gRMnS7r6cz5t

If you are in Turin, you can join us in
person and attend the online
seminar from Aula Astengo, DIST
Castello del Valentino, Viale Mattioli
39, Torino
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